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Ideas for Teaching Japanese 

Let’s introduce our country using “Imasu, Arimasu”! 

 

Aim 
To equip students with the ability to introduce their country or 
hometown with “imasu” and “arimasu” 

Level A1 

Number of students 2-30 pax 

Materials 
Maps (National or Municipal) of the places to be introduced, 
pictures or illustrations of people, goods, animals, tourist 
spots, famous places etc. 

Time Allocation 20-30 minutes 

 

The Japanese verbs “imasu” and “arimasu” are sentence structures taught on the 

elementary level (初級) of Japanese language learning, before chapter 10 on any 

textbooks, generally, these verbs are used to describe the existence, and in order to 

make sure students can wield these verbs well, a lot of activities and exercises can be 

administered. 

Usually, in reference books, for learning “imasu” and “arimasu”, we often came across 

sentences like:- 

“The necktie shop is on the 5th floor.” 

“The liquor store is situated on the basement.” 

Or when we are referring to an illustration of a room:- 

“The beg is on the table.” 

“The cat is under the chair.” 

The information gap activity can be administered in pairs, but there are a lot more 

ways introduced by reference books on how to teach the usage of these verbs. 

  What I usually opt for, especially when I am teaching overseas is the “Introduce 

Your Country” Exercise. The preparation is easy. First and foremost, I would place 

“imasu” and “arimasu” on the map. You can do this with the Malaysian map, Kuala 

Lumpur map, or even better, be more specific (maps of the surrounding neighborhood 

or school maps work just fine). And then paste pictures of famous people in the area, 

for example, Tun Dr Mahathir, Lee Chong Wei, the school’s principal, classmates and 
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so on. For tourist spots you can pick Gunung Kinabalu, Cameron Highlands, etc. For 

animals, Orang Utan is a good pick and many other exotic animals in the vicinity. 

 Things that are very close to the students would give the most impact. With 

pictures and illustrations of said subjects pasted on the board, one can just construct 

sentences with “imasu” and “arimasu” and start a full-fledge classroom activity. 

 Once the pictures/illustrations are pasted the maps, you can just continue with 

the Q&A session (with cards labelled [?]).  

For example:- 

Q: Oran Uutan wa doko ni imasu ka? 

A: Kinabaru san ni imasu. 

Q: Pahan ni nani ga arimasu ka? 

A: Kyameron Hairando ga arimasu.  

 The two important things that I took into account when administering any 

activities in Japanese language classes are whether the activities are able to get my 

students attention and whether they can or cannot apply them in real life situations.  

 Looking through a picture of a room and describing it is a good activity too 

honestly, but there is a very slim chance of meeting Japanese people and telling them 

about your personal space. However, there are many chances to talk about your own 

city or country with Japanese people. Having fun while learning and benefiting from it 

would be much better right?   

 


